
 

 

2018/2019 GCSE Choices 

 

Student Name: …………………….. Current Year Group: …..  
Signed  …………………………….……………………………….. 
Parent      
 

Please show us your top two choices in each of the two blocks by 
numbering them 1 and 2 to show your first and second choices.  Last 
year everyone got their two first choices – hopefully we can repeat that.   
 

Please note:   
 Students considering A Levels and perhaps then university really 

need to have taken French and/or German with either History 
and/or Geography by the end of their Year 11.  Other than in 
exceptional circumstances, all students should have taken at least 
one of these subjects by the end of their Year 11.   

 Year 8 students are advised to choose one of the subjects coloured 
in green for their first year of GCSEs. 

 We do tutor one or two students for minority subjects and will 
deliver Music in this way this time around.  Let Mr Johnson know if 
you are in Year 11 and there is another subject you are interested 
in.     

 

 

                         2018-2019                        

GCSE Choices 
 

It’s time for students in the current Years 8-10 to make their two GCSE choices for 
the coming academic year which kicks off on Monday 18th June.  The subjects on 
offer have been based on a straw poll of what students wanted to do; we have 
tried, as best we can, to tailor the subjects on offer to our students’ needs.         
 

There is less freedom with a student’s choice of subjects now than there has been 
in the past.  National developments mean that we have to ‘encourage’ some 
students in particular directions.  For most students, it is advisable to take at least 
one of the following subjects by the end of their Year 11:  History; Geography; 
French; & German.  If you are thinking university it should be French and/or 
German with either History and/or Geography.   

 

Block 1 
 

 

Block 2 
 

Choices for  
2018/19 

 

 

Year 8 
Information 

 

Year 9/10 
Information 

  

BLOCK 1 
 

Health & 
Social Care 

 
French  

 
Food Prep. 
& Nutrition 

 
ICT 

 

BLOCK 2 
 

Resistant 
Materials  

 
Animal Care 

 
Performing 

Arts (Dance) 
 

Business St.   

 

You will study two  
options subjects in 

your Year 9 and take 
exams in them next 

summer. 
 

The subjects in green 
are the ones that we 
know Year 9 students 
really can succeed in.  
We are not keen for 
you to consider the 

 

If you are considering A 
Levels and then University, 

it’s well worth having 
something called the 

‘English Baccalaureate’ 
under your belt.   

 

The E Bacc  consists of 
English, Maths, Science, a 

language (French/German) 
and a humanities subject 

(History/Geography).    
 

 

 

 Business Studies   
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History  Psychology    
History  

 
Psychology 

subjects in red until 
you are in Year 10. 

Choose your subjects this 
year and next accordingly.   

 

BLOCK 1  BLOCK 2 
 
 

 
 

Health &  
Social Care  

 
 

 

 

We have not offered this course for a while, but Mrs Chapman has taught the 
subject before and will be delivering it.  It is not just about child care, but 
covers the care industry for people of all ages.  The course leads to a 
Cambridge National qualification, and is the same level as a GCSE.  There is an 
exam at the end, but a number of written assessments on the way as well.  
We have to do two core units on Essential Values of Care and Communicating 
and Working with Individuals.  Then we have to cover some optional units 
which can be tailored to meet the needs and interests of the class.                       
 

 
 

 
 

Resistant  
Materials 

 

Resistant Materials will once again be delivered by Ms Senior.  There will of 
course be a real emphasis upon making skills, but even more important will 
be the thought and planning that goes in to the design process. Certainly 
the two hour written paper worth 40% of the final mark will test students’ 
ability to evaluate and improve upon particular designs and products.  Then 
there is the practical assessment worth the remaining 60% of the marks.  It 
is the process of developing, improving and finally delivering a product that 
gets you the top grades.  You have to write about what you are doing as 
well as do it.     

 
 
 
 
 

Taught by Ms Johnson, French has always been a popular subject at SKS and 
has delivered excellent results.  The course has changed recently with there 
now being no coursework.  Instead, the final assessment is all done through 
exams.  There are four of them, one for each of Speaking, Listening, Reading 
& Writing.  Each exam is worth 25%.  Lessons will consist of lots of speaking 
work and pairs work and you will learn as well as have fun! Many students 
opt to take this subject at A level.       
 

 
 
 

 
French 

 
 

We are delivering the BTEC Animal Care course again, this time taught by Ms 
Johnson.  It has strong links with Biology and gives a good grounding for students 
thinking about agriculture, the veterinary field or working with horses. In all there 
are four units.  The first two in Animal Health and Animal Handling are compulsory 
and examined.  The group then takes two out of three units offered for internal 
assessment or controlled assessment – Animal Welfare; Animal Housing and 
Accommodation, and Principals of Animal Behaviour.  While much of the work for 
this course is practical, students must be aware of the importance of the theory 
side of the course.  There are exams and written assignments to take.  Treat it like 
any other subject.   
 

 
Animal Care 

 

 

Food Preparation & 
Nutrition 

 
 

This is the second year of this course, offered by the WJEC examination board and 
taught by Ms Timmons.  Like the courses we have offered previously, it has a 
strong practical element.  The two coursework assignments, for example, are 
investigations involving students in planning and carrying out practical tasks and 
then going on to evaluate how it has all gone.  There is an increased emphasis 
upon nutrition and healthy eating and there is also more focus on the Science 
behind what is happening in the production of food.  A good example of this is 
finding out what yeast does and actually how it works.   
 

 
 
 

 
Performing Arts 

(Dance)   

 

We have had considerable success with the Drama and Dance GCSE courses in 
recent years, combining the two subjects for the coming year in a Performing Arts 
BTEC Level 2 course last year.  This year Miss Alison is delivering the Performing 
Arts BTEC, but with a Dance focus.  There is no exam for this course with 
everything being very practically based.  Be prepared for plenty of written work 
as well, with your portfolio of ideas and evaluations being a core part of your 
assessment alongside your performances.  Film will likely be brought into your 
work as well as opportunities to go out to see live work elsewhere.                       

 
In this course, taught by Mr Fletcher, students will be taking the Edexcel Digital 
Applications (CiDA) specification.  There are two units.  Unit 1 is examined and is 
based on a practical exam.  The exam is computer based and gets students to react 
to a project brief.  Unit 2 is a creative multi-media project. It could involve creating 
film, animation, downloading and processing information from the internet and 
various other media.  The final product is presented in an e portfolio to showcase 
the work and provide evidence of how it was produced.  This year’s project is 
called ‘Splash Out’!  Exciting stuff!   
 

 

 
 

ICT 

 
 
 

We haven’t taught Business Studies for a couple of years now, but with a 
number of students expressing an interest this time around Mr Fletcher will 
be teaching it again.  There are two main parts to the course, both of them 
examined next summer.  The first part looks at the influence of operations 
and human resources on a business.  The second exam is on the influence 
of marketing and finance.  Taking this course will not set you up to run your 
own company, but it will serve as a good introduction to how different sorts 
of companies organise themselves and give you an idea of the opportunities 
that are out there in the real world.   
 

 

 
 

Business 
Studies 

 

 
 

 

This will be the second year that Mr Birtwistle has taught this course.    Coursework 
is no more, with everything being assessed through exams.  Fortunately there are 
still only two of them, both 1hr 45mins in length.  The course will use and build 
upon the knowledge of British history from the work we have done in Years 7&8.  
It will also extend your knowledge of world events, including some of the issues and 
conflict that followed on from World War Two.  You will have heard about Vietnam 
– take this course and you will soon know a lot more about it, as well as the reign 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Taught by Mrs Birtwistle, this course is entirely assessed through two 
examinations.  The first one is based on a unit called Cognition and Behaviour and 
covers things like memory, perception and development.  The second unit, Social 
Context and Behaviour, covers social influence, language, the brain and 
psychological problems.  This is the first time that we will be offering the 
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History 
 

of Edward I, the great castle builder and how health and medicine has developed 
in our country.     

Psychology Psychology course as part of the main curriculum.  Last year we did it on a 
‘tutoring’ basis.  It’s hard work, but thought-provoking.   
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