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On The Moor! 
 

Upcoming dates 

Wednesday 13th November- 
Prize Evening 
 
Mon 25th November 2019- 
Key Stage 4 parent meetings 
 
Thursday 5th Dec 6pm - 
AMF Performing Arts 
evening 
 
Monday 9th December- Year 
11 Mocks and KS4 Options 
Mock week  
 
Tuesday 10th Dec 2pm & 
6pm - Year 8 Performances 
of 'The Grinch who stole 
Christmas' and 'Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory' AMF 
hall 
 
Thursday 12th Dec 2.15pm 
and 6pm - Alston Primary 
Performance 'Lights Camel 
Action' AMF hall 
 
Tuesday 1th December- 
Christmas Dinner Day!  
 
Wednesday 18th December- 
Metro Centre Trip Year 
9/10/11 
 
Thursday 19th Dec- p.m. 
Pantomime at AMF Site!  
 

Message from Mr Dixon 

Welcome to the first edition of ‘On The Moor’ the Alston Moor 
Federation half termly newsletter.  

It has certainly been an exciting, hardworking and action packed 
first half term where, together, we have achieved a huge amount. 
Change brings about excitement and challenge but also a period 
of uncertainty. As the new Headteacher of the federation, I am 
working hard to manage change for pupils, staff and 
parents/carers and I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know 
everyone and finding out as much as possible about our three 
fantastic schools since September.   

I firmly believe that education transforms lives and have spoken to 
all pupils about our motto ‘what starts here changes the world’ as 
it is our job as schools and teachers to provide the best possible 
education so that all of our young people have choices when they 
leave us, choices to be the best that they can be in whatever field 
that they decide to follow. 

Our values underpin everything that we set out to achieve within 
the federation. We are indeed a ‘unique’ organisation with three 
separate schools joined together within the federation. We use 
the word UNIQUE as a mnemonic - U – Understanding, N – Non-
negotiable, I – Inspirational, Q – Quality, U – Universal, E – 
Extraordinary. We look for creative approaches to maximise 
opportunities working within these values. 

All of us at the federation are committed to maintaining a 
strong home school relationship. I would welcome all 
parents/carers to visit us in Alston or Nenthead at any time, 
if there is an issue or worry please don’t hesitate to contact 
the school and make an appointment or alternatively, I or a 
member of the leadership team will be available at the start 
or end of the day – there will always be a member of the 
team at the bus collection point at the Spar in Alston each 
evening.   

Enjoy the newsletter. Thank you for your continued support. 
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100% attendance celebrations 

Every school day counts. We celebrate 100% attendance each half term. SKS students 
enjoyed the tea and cake celebration organised by Miss Timmons and Mrs Chapman, 
well done to all pupils who have excellent attendance records this half term.  

Nenthead School’s 120th Birthday 

The origins of Nenthead School can be traced back over 250 years to the late 18th 
century when children of mine workers started to be educated on Alston Moor. 
Construction of the current building started in 1896 and it opened in 1899. We are 
celebrating the 120th anniversary with a community party on Wednesday 13th 
November from 2:30pm to 4:30pm. There will be tea and a special birthday cake, a big 
birthday card, wonderful historic photographs, period costumes and the unveiling of 
some unique portraits of the school’s own Anglo-Saxon family. There will also be a 
chance to see the pupils’ Loyal Address to HM The Queen on this significant 
anniversary. If you have any connection to this unique place of learning, are an old 
friend or new, please get in touch and come join the party! 

 

People in the community 

As part of our ‘People in the Community’ project, we are inviting local people into 

school to tell us about what they do and share their favourite book. The first of our 

guests, Claire Driver, talked to us about her role in the community as a County 

Councillor and the book that ignited her love of wildlife, ‘Tarka the Otter’. The story 

brought back nostalgic memories of childhood holidays in Devon. She told us 

afterwards, ‘I forgot how wonderful it is to get lost in a story with little people, they’re 

so bright and engaging. I loved every moment.’  

Claire kindly brought us our own toy Tarka to look after and we celebrated her birthday 

with cake! 

 

Thank you for the harvest 

On Thursday 26th of September we gathered in St Augustine’s Church, Alston to 
celebrate our annual Harvest Festival. Every seat in the church was filled with 
children from all three federation schools, families, and members of the community 
who joined together to give thanks to people who give to those in need. The service 
included performances of songs and poetry by pupils from Reception to Year 8 linked 
to the theme of harvest and giving. We were overwhelmed by the generosity, and 
would like to thank those who contributed to the harvest collection which has been 
taken to a food bank in Newcastle. Thank you to Reverend Mark Nash-Williams for 
welcoming us into St Augustine’s and leading the Harvest Festival, see you next year! 
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So we all had Pizza! 

On Tuesday 8th October Cross Fell visited Pizza Express as part of their topic ‘Food & 
Harvest’. We arrived at 10am where we were greeted by the lively staff who taught us 
about the history of pizza, origins of ingredients, and most importantly, let us taste a 
few unusual toppings! Teachers and staff were so impressed with the bravery of the 
children, who stepped out of their comfort zone to try mushrooms, olives and even 
basil leaves! Next it was time to make our own pizzas. We were all given a base and 
were then let loose with the toppings to create our personalised dish. We finished the 
visit by sitting down in the restaurant to our very own private dining experience. We 
had such fun. Thank you to Colin & Paul our drivers, Cross Fell staff, and Pizza Express, 
Gretna. 

 

Middle Fell are healthy eating 

As part of our healthy living topic in science, we welcomed Mrs Brough into our 
classroom to talk about her job as a dietician and how we could all make sure we were 
eating healthy, balanced diets. We had a fun filled and informative afternoon where we 
learnt about the different food groups and how much we should eat of each! We were 
really surprised about the amount of sugar in different foods and we set ourselves a 
challenge of eating five portions of fruit and vegetables every day! How many portions 
do you eat? 

Being creative at SKS 

Samuel King’s art club has been running for a number of years; our pupils are very 
fortunate that buses are available to transport them over the hills at the end of these 
sessions. The club is an opportunity for pupils to take part in group projects, sometimes 
bigger, messier, and with new techniques than would be possible in lessons.  
The group has contributed to school plays and displays around the site in the past. The 
art club are now busy working on more exciting artwork for the school, with pupils 
sanding and painting new décor panels, so keep your eyes peeled as they will be 
appearing around school soon!  
We are always happy to see new enthusiastic pupils, come and find us in the art room 
Wednesday after school, from 3:20pm – 4:30pm.  
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Back to the Past! 
Open Evenings can be quite stressful as you feel that your subject and teaching environment are 
under scrutiny, at least to a degree. You spend an inordinate amount of time preparing activities 
for the young people and then step back, take a deep breath …and another…and hope for the 
best. 
This year the English room took us on a journey from Victorian London, complete with lamppost 
and Mr Hyde, through the Roaring Twenties of Prohibition America; the time of flappers, Al 
Capone and bootleggers and finally to the Big Top, complete with flashing lights, a Donald Trump 
Ringmaster and Clowns.  
We had activities ranging from Titanic victims to matching characters with their novels, and the 
witches cauldron (from ‘Macbeth’) to Play Your Cards Right. There were sweets in glasses for those 
who were successful, although the adults were doing a fair impression of pillaging Vikings, 
scooping up handfuls before returning to their motorised long ships. Thanks to my little helpers, 
Carisse, Becky, Wilf and Jenny. 

 

Bringing things up to speed 

From time to time, certain things need refreshing and bringing up to speed. This half 
term we have been redesigning our website (coming soon), replacing the boiler at 
Nenthead and updating site security and the main hall at Alston. We are also hoping to 
be upgrading our performing arts facilities so that we can ensure that ‘the show must 
go on!’   

Super student council 

Alston student council has a wide representation of fourteen students from Year 6 
through to Year 10 to ensure the student voice is heard loud and clear! They have 
suggested the site needs more fixed bins so students can dispose of their rubbish easily. 
This has been achieved since the start of September. They are currently in the process 
of finding out more about local recycling schemes we can join so we can recycle much 
more of our rubbish here at Alston. The council are also keen to reduce packaging 
waste and hope to work with our kitchen team to look at ways we can do this. Wilf is 
also an Eden Youth Councillor and has promoted the Make your Mark project across 
SKS, collecting votes, collating them and submitting them. The student council will also 
be looking at charities we can support in our schools. Well done team and thank you for 
your commitment to student voice!        

 

It’s good to talk 

The Religion Philosophy and Ethics class at SKS have enjoyed visits from Ruth Evans 
(from the charity Northern Interschool Christian Union) and Reverend Keith Speck. Next 
term we are visiting a Jewish Synagogue to help increase our knowledge of religious 
practices. 
 
Keith and Ruth are also helping with a 'discussion club' to enable SKS students to ask 
any questions about God and religion which they might have.   
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Sporting chance 

Our secondary pupils have enjoyed football, netball and rugby this term with a 
successful football fixture against Lime House. We have upcoming fixtures against 
Ullswater and Lime House next term. 
 
Our first inter-house competition for our Key Stage 2 students on Tuesday 29th 
October. This will be a multi sport event and our secondary Sports Leaders will be 
helping to run the event. 

 
The 11th of November brings us to a week of inter form competition for the secondary 
pupils with a table tennis competition which pupils have started preparing for. This will 
also be ran with the help of our Sports Leaders. 

 
Sports leaders will be volunteering helping to launch some 
new clubs during and after school for both primary and 
secondary pupils so watch this space for announcements of 
these next term.  

 

School Sports Partnership 

PE at Alston Moor Federation has been very busy and exciting this term.  
Our Primary Schools have joined the Eden Valley Sports Partnership and our Key 
Stage one took part in a cross country competition with over 300 other pupils from 
Eden at Kirby Stephen Grammar School.  

 

Crafting at the chapel 

The craft afternoons at Nenthead Chapel Arts and Visitors Centre have been a real 

success. Supported by local artists, the children have had opportunities to draw with 

charcoal, sew their own felt llamas and contribute to the proddy mat that is on display 

in the chapel. Everyone showed so much care and creativity. We look forward to more 

of these sessions!  

Please visit the Nenthead Chapel Facebook page or pop in for upcoming events and 

workshops that you can take part in.  

 

Thank you to our PTA 

The parent, teacher association of the federation continue to provide wonderful 
support to all of our pupils by finding exciting and creative ways to fundraise so that we 
can provide extraordinary opportunities for all of our young people. WE are very 
grateful for all of their continued support. 

You can support  the PTA by joining the committee or volunteering to help at events. 
For more information, contact the school office. 

We are very excited about the PTA organised fireworks extravaganza and lantern 
procession on  

FRIDAY 1st NOVEMBER FROM 18.00 TYNE WILLOWS 


