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On The Moor! 
 

Upcoming dates 

Tuesday 7th January 2020- 
Pupils return to school 
 
 
Monday 13th January- 
Key Stage 3 Subject Parents 
Evening from 3.30 pm and 
Year 11 parent meetings 
throughout the day 
 
Thursday 16th January-  
Animal Care visit to Hesket 
New Market 
 
 
Thursday 23rd January-  
AMF Performing Arts 
Evening 6.00pm 
 
 
Mon 17th – Fri 21st 
February-  
Half term holiday  
 
 
 

Message from Mr Dixon  

As we reach the end of a busy and exciting year  
at Alston Moor Federation we reflect with pride  
over the achievements and activities of our pupils  
throughout 2019. They all work incredibly hard to  
achieve academically and socially and play their part 
in the local communities. 
  
Many thanks to all pupils and their families for the key roles that 
they have played in making each of our schools as unique and 
fantastic as they are today. 
 
Christmas is now well and truly upon us. Over the last couple of 
weeks we have worked hard to reign in the excitement but this 
week and last has seen a range of celebratory and Christmas 
focussed activities from carol services to parties, ‘Lights, Camels 
and Action’ to visits to the MetroCentre, all of our pupils are now 
ready to celebrate the festivities with families in their own ways. 
It has been an excellent end to the term all round. 
  
Best wishes to you, your family and friends for the festive period 
and I look forward to welcoming you all back to the Federation in 
the New Year. 
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Nenthead School’s 120th Birthday 

On the 13th November, Nenthead School held a community birthday party to celebrate 
the 120th anniversary of the school building. The origins of education on the Moor can 
be traced back over 250 years to the late 18th century. In 1899, the current building 
was opened, one of the highest and most remote in England. Complete with afternoon 
tea, an enormous birthday card, period costumes and the unveiling of our Anglo-Saxon 
family portraits and sagas, we had a fantastic time, sharing stories and comparing 
school days. We were honoured to host our special guest, the Deputy Lord Lieutenant 
Sarah Dunning and, of course, Mr Glaves! The birthday cake, made by Margaret Peart, 
was cut by three pupils, all of whom were the fifth generation in their families to attend 
the school. Students also sang with percussion accompaniment and read their Loyal 
Address to HM The Queen. It was wonderful to see so many familiar faces, including 
former pupils and staff who were able to spot themselves on our old school 
photographs! 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to this memorable event. 

 

What's Nenthead's 2040? 

Following our trip to see '2040', a hopeful film about climate change and solutions that 
exist currently, Nenthead have been thinking of ways we can be more environmentally 
friendly at home and at school. We created a 'Pledge Tree' full of small things that have 
the potential to make a big difference, from shopping in charity shops to making sure all 
appliances and lights are switched off when not in use. With this in mind, we hosted a 
Christmas Craft Fair to sell products that the children had created themselves. Not only 
did they have to use their entrepreneurial skills and think about maximising their profit, 
but also they had to think about what could be recycled or re-purposed, using what was 
already in school to make them. Many thanks to the 'Crafternooners' who created 
wonderful decorations and gift boxes to sell at the event. 

Overall, we raised over £150 to contribute to our York visit. 

Christmas Carol Service 

We had a wonderful afternoon at the AMF Christmas Carol Service this week with 
performances from Alston and Nenthead Primary school and years 7 & 8 from 
Samuel King’s. We were delighted to have the Alston Moor Federation choir perform 
for us and all students contributed in a confident and meaningful manner.  

Many thanks to Reverand Mark Nash Williams and Alison Horn for coordinating the 
event. 
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‘Lights, Camel, Action!’ 

On Thursday 12th December Alston Primary School performed their Christmas 
Production of ‘Lights, Camel, Action!’ The show was a dazzling dance show; a jam-
packed cast of Nativity celebrities as they celebrated Jesus' birth. The cast performed a 
variety of songs and spectacular dancing. The children and staff have worked on the 
performance throughout November and December, and were so excited to share all of 
their hard work to their families and members of the community. We were so pleased 
to see such a great turnout to the evening performance despite the flurries of snow 
earlier in the evening. Many thanks to the children for all of their hard work, parents for 
helping with rehearsing lines and providing costumes, and staff for working so hard on 
the production with the children.  

 

Durham University Visit 

On Friday 29th November Middle Fell visited Durham University’s museum to view the 
exciting Ancient Egypt exhibition. We looked around the museum, handling Ancient 
Egyptian artefacts, (literally touching history) and even had an attempt at mummifying 
someone! The highlight for the students was being given the wonderful opportunity to 
see a real-life Mummy! 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed their day and found it extremely interesting, interacting 
with objects that have survived from the time of Ancient Egypt. 

 

Christmas Parties 

On Monday 16th December Alston Primary School hosted their class Christmas parties. 
The afternoon was full of games and dancing and not forgetting delicious party food 
supplied by the children and parents. We were also lucky enough to have a visitor from 
Santa, who came bearing gifts for each child. Many thanks to the federation PTA for 
their support with this event.  
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Spelling Bee Success 

‘To Bee, or not to Bee, that is the question’ as Hamlet might have said in one of his 
more contemplative moments. Well, it seems that using a Spelling Bee within English 
Lessons is a definite, ‘To Bee’. 

One of the most common complaints heard today, is that children these days don’t 
know how to spell, and certainly there is a case to be made that the reduction in 
children reading, combined with the onslaught of 24/7 technology induced social 
media, has had a negative impact upon our children’s spelling ability. When we 
combine this with the greater amount of marks now being awarded in GCSE exams to 
technical acurracy then we all have a responsability to try and encourage our children 
to read more and practise our spelling. 

With this at the fourfront of my mind, we have now started having a weekly Spelling 
Bee that allows the pupils to choose between 3 Levels of difficulty. As they are working 
in teams they also have to think tactically as there are more marks, obviously, for the 
higher levels. This will be a consistent component of our weekly lessons from now on 
and will hopefully start to have an impact on spelling abilities. 

Finally, I know some of you reading this will be saying, ‘But this teacher can’t even spell 
words correctly himself! I’ve seen 3 wrong spellings even in this short piece.’ True! There 
are 3 incorrectly spelled words…can your children spot them?  If we are to have a real 
impact, then we all need to help our children whenever there is an opportunity; driving 
in the car, during a TV interval…just little moments here and there…but they all add up. 
The term ‘Bee’ derives from the Old English bean or been which referred to neighbours 
all coming together to help in a single activity, which is what we must do to support the 
children. 

Finally, can I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a lovely New Year. 

Dean Birtwistle   (English) 

 

Primary Lunchtime Clubs 

Primary lunchtime clubs ran by Samuel Kings Sports Leaders 

This term has seen our dedicated Sports Leaders running and participating in some 
extremely successful lunchtime clubs which have been held every Thursday, proving to 
be a huge hit for all those involved in the activities. The football club has 15 regular 
attendees whilst the playground games group have over 20 pupils engaged in physical 
activity and having great fun whilst doing so! 

The Sports Leaders have been developing and honing their leadership skills, with all 
pupils leading different elements and components of the sessions, whilst working 
together as a team to plan the activities. The group have managed to adapt to the 
changing weather conditions, (Alston being Alston!) becoming skilful and flexible with 
regard to planning. 

A huge ‘Well Done’ to all concerned from Mrs Allinson and we will continue in our next 
half – term. 
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Thief! 
 

Year 8 wowed us on Tuesday night showcasing their Performing Arts work in the form 
of ‘The Grinch who stole Christmas’ and ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’.  Students 
performed with confidence and enthusiasm and were thoroughly immersed in their 
performances. They supported one another by creating props, power point images, 
sourcing costumes, designing and operating their lighting as well as working the sound.  
A real team effort from year 8 and a lovely way to conclude a very busy and productive 
autumn term.  

 

Survival of the Fittest! 

This term Flinty Fell have been making their own dens to survive in the Rain forest. We 
tried to only use natural resources, and explored different ways it could be insulated 
and waterproof. We planned, designed and evaluated our dens to then improve our 
designs. Flinty worked great as a team supporting each other and worked extremely 
hard to make their dens the best as possible.   

Winter Gardens Performance 

Alston Moor and Eden Dance School enjoyed a fantastic day on 24th November 
performing at the Winter Gardens in Blackpool.  50 dancers from Alston Moor, Eden 
and Weardale prepared 3 troupe numbers and competed at the AAD troupe Awards 
day.   The babes group were awarded a 4th placing with their ‘Snowman’s Dance’ which 
featured the little boy in pyjamas, Santa, reindeer and lots of snowmen.  A brilliant 
achievement in this national competition alongside 53 other troupes and a fantastic 
experience for all involved.  The Junior troupe created their own version of ‘A Night at 
the Museum’ with night guards, Egyptians and animals.  The seniors performed ‘Peaky 
Blinders’ a 1920’s Charleston inspired number which they thoroughly enjoyed creating 
and performing.  All received superb feedback and are a testament to the dancers’ hard 
work, dedication and commitment. These numbers will be performed in the AMF 
Performing Arts evening which has been rescheduled for Thursday 23rd January at 6pm.  
We look forward to showcasing their work as well as performances from Park and 
Middle Fell, Year 7 Performing Arts, GCSE Music student Matthew Levitt and Nenthead 
Primary School. 

 


