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Welcome to our Newsletter! 

What a strange and challenging year it’s been!  First of all, the PTA would like to say a huge thank 

you to all of our keyworkers: NHS staff, teachers, carers, volunteers, and everyone who has worked 

so hard to keep us going this year.  Whether you’ve been working, shielding, homeschooling, caring 

or just managing to keep going forward one day at a time, we wish you all the best, and hope that 

you and your family find peace and joy over the upcoming festive period.  

It’s been a challenging year for the PTA as well.  Most of our usual activities have had to be 

cancelled, and so we are working to find new ways of operating in line with the government’s 

restrictions.  Christmas will look a little different this year for us all, however we hope to still be able 

to bring some well-deserved cheer to the community, most especially our children, for whom all this 

may be particularly incomprehensible and worrying.  

 

Changes at the PTA  

o First of all, the PTA would like to announce that next year we are going to become AMF’s 

PTFA: Parents, Teachers and Friends Association.  This is a simple constitutional change, 

however does require an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) to allow this to happen, which 

we plan to do early next year.  This change will allow us to draw members from a wider base; 

you will not need to be a parent or belong to the school staff in order to get involved.  Anyone 

over the age of 18 who would like to help out with our activities, or might even consider 

joining the committee, is welcome. Please use the contact details at the bottom of this 

newsletter to get in touch.  

o We would like to welcome Glayne Burdon and Sarah Stamford to the PTA.  They join Lissie 

Sharp, Nick Mason, Amy Carrick, Natalie Hewett, Rebecca England and Helena Bazley, 

alongside Sally Timmons and Ian Grey to form the central committee, though we are still 

looking for more full or part time members!  

Easter Raffle Update 

o You may have been wondering what has happened with regards to the Easter Raffle.  This was 

due to be drawn on 25th March 2020, and many tickets were sold, however the first lockdown 

prevented this from happening (school closed 20th March 2020).  It unfortunately meant that 

many of our prizes, such as those which involved vouchers for visiting attractions, have since 

become unviable.  Fortunately, we received some new prizes which can be enjoyed at home, 



so we have now held the raffle draw, on 10th December 2020.  Better late than never! Don’t 

worry if you’ve lost your tickets – we have all the stubs, and will be getting in touch with the 

winners individually, who will also be announced in the next newsletter.  

Christmas Initiatives 

o Our tea towel and Christmas card initiatives last year were extremely 

successful, and fortunately we have been able to do them again this 

year.  AMF staff have already worked hard with the children from APS, 

NPS and Pre-School to complete the designs.  Card orders have been 

placed and these will arrive by 14th December.  Mugs and bags for life 

will arrive w/c 14th December. 

o Tea towels will be also be available from w/c 

14th December and will be £5.  You can pre-order 

from Nick Mason via Facebook messenger or email 

nick.mason@gagv.co.uk. Further ordering details to 

follow. Please note that we expect high demand and 

if we need to order more, they will arrive after the 

Christmas break. 

o With current restrictions in mind, we are not 

able to have Father Christmas visit the children in the same way as normal.  

However, he will be visiting school on Friday 18th December to deliver 

presents to all our AMF children on behalf of the PTA.  We feel they are 

particularly deserving after so much hard work, both in school and in 

adapting to new circumstances.  

 

Social Media  

o We have a PTA Group on Facebook which we would welcome you to join.  This will be updated 

with our news and planned activities:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/307315329632869  

o We will also be updating the PTA page on the Alston Moor Federation website to reflect our 

new members:  https://www.alstonmoorfederation.org.uk/pta/  

o Please get in touch with any of the committee via the AMF website or PTA Facebook page 

with your feedback/suggestions. 

 

Finally, we would like to thank everyone in our community for their support of AMF and the PTA’s 

activities over the last year. Hopefully, the new year will bring new opportunities for us to come 

together as a community to support our schools and each other, even if it looks a little different. 

From all the PTFA, have a very Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year! 
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