
Pupil premium strategy statement    

School overview 

Metric Data 

 School name Samuel King’s School 

Pupils in school 89 

Proportion of disadvantaged pupils 22% 

Pupil premium allocation this academic year £20,707 

Academic year or years covered by statement 2021/22 

Publish date June 2021 

Review date June 2022 

Statement authorised by S Timmons 

Pupil premium lead S Timmons 

Governor lead  

Disadvantaged pupil performance overview for last academic year (2019 due to 
cancellation of exams and performance data in 2020) 

Progress 8 -0.7 

Ebacc entry  0 (The EBacc published data is skewed 
by historical early entries) 

Attainment 8 2.7 

Percentage of Grade 5+ in English and maths 17% 

Strategy aims for disadvantaged pupils 

Aim Target Target date  

Progress 8 To increase P8 score in 
line with non-PP 
students  

September 2022 

Attainment 8 To increase A8 score in 
line with non-PP 
students 

September 2022 

Percentage of Grade 5+ in 
English and maths 

To increase 5+ score in 
line with non-PP 
students 

September 2022 

Ebacc entry Increase Ebacc entries  
 
Increase take up of Lan-
guages and other aca-
demic GCSEs 

June 2022 
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Teaching priorities for current academic year 

Measure Activity 

For PP students to make rapid 
progress, in line with non-PP 
students now that schools are 
fully open again. 

Extended KS3 curriculum, increased teacher time, 
timetabling and streaming to maximise teacher time, 
high quality interventions and tracking/monitoring, 
tutor time interventions to reduce time out of other 
taught lessons, staff CPD including high quality 
teaching for all and HLTA.  

 

Increased EBacc entries and 
take up of Languages and other 
academic GCSEs by PP 
students 

Extended KS3 curriculum to allocate more time to 
academic subjects over three years, improve uptake 
and engagement with Languages by offering clubs, 
trips etc to raise profile of Languages at GCSE, raise 
aspirations of PP students by delivering new Careers 
curriculum, allocate a Careers Lead and take 
students to sixth forms and colleges outside of 
Alston.  

 

Barriers to learning these 
priorities address 

Attendance of PP students. 

Aspirations of PP students. 

Parental engagement. 

Location and rurality/post-16 transport availability 
and cost.  

Emotional well being.  

Staffing – succession planning and supporting staff 
teaching outside of their subject specialism.  

 

Projected spending  £14,000 

 

 

Targeted academic support for current academic year 

Measure Activity 

Covid recovery in addressing 
the gaps, particularly in Maths 
and English to raise % of 5+ at 
GCSE 

Identifying the gaps, early KS3 interventions such as 
Fresh Start, timetabling to allow streaming, tracking 
and monitoring of interventions and progress with 
new English and Maths tracking in place, more 
teacher time at KS4, increased teaching hours.    

 

Deliver and embed the 
Citizenship and Careers 
curriculums  

Embed new Citizenship curriculum, raise aspirations 
of PP students, address mental health and well 
being, offer work placements to raise engagement 
and aspirations.   
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Barriers to learning these 
priorities address 

Staffing - succession planning and supporting staff 
teaching outside of their subject specialism. 

Attendance. 

Cost. 

Transport.  

 

Projected spending £4, 707 

 

 

 

Wider strategies for current academic year 

Measure Activity 

For all PP students to achieve 
>95% attendance 

Close working relationship with families, early 
intervention and discussion re absence, half termly 
attendance letters, attendance panels, LA 
attendance letters re fines, Breakfast Club to 
encourage punctual start.  

To increase parental 
engagement and support 

Develop further opportunities for parents to visit 
school regularly, increased communication with PP 
families, allocate a staff member for PP family 
engagement, invite parents to post-16 trips 

 

 

 

Barriers to learning these 
priorities address 

Parental engagement and aspirations.  

 

 

Projected spending 
£2,000 

 

Monitoring and implementation 

Area Challenge Mitigating action 

Teaching 

Attendance of PP students.  

Emotional resilience of PP 
students. 

Aspirations of PP students and 
their families.  

Staffing.   

Half termly attendance 
celebrations to raise profile of 
excellent attendance. 

Increased pastoral support from 
SLT and volunteer counsellor. 
Quiet and safe spaces to work in. 
Increased communication with 
families. Referrals to external 
agencies. Off-site visits to post-
16 providers and increased 
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opportunities for work 
placements. Improved 
recruitment and staff succession 
planning. Support for teachers 
teaching outside subject 
specialisms.   

Targeted support 

Attendance of PP students.  

Emotional resilience of PP 
students. 

Aspirations of PP students and 
their families.   

Staffing. 

Half termly attendance 
celebrations to raise profile of 
excellent attendance. 

Increased pastoral support from 
SLT and volunteer counsellor. 
Quiet and safe spaces to work in. 
Increased communication with 
families. Referrals to external 
agencies. Off-site visits to post-
16 providers and increased 
opportunities for work 
placements. Improved 
recruitment and staff succession 
planning. Support for teachers 
teaching outside subject 
specialisms.   

Wider strategies 

Attendance of PP students.  

Emotional resilience of PP 
students. 

Aspirations of PP students and 
their families.   

Staffing.  

Location and rurality – costs 
and transport.  

Half termly attendance 
celebrations to raise profile of 
excellent attendance. 

Increased pastoral support from 
SLT and volunteer counsellor. 
Quiet and safe spaces to work in. 
Increased communication with 
families. Referrals to external 
agencies. Off-site visits to post-
16 providers and increased 
opportunities for work 
placements. Help with costs and 
transport barriers due to rurality. 
Improved recruitment and staff 
succession planning. Support for 
teachers teaching outside 
subject specialisms.   

Review: last year’s aims and outcomes 

Aim Outcome 

For all PP students to achieve >95% 
attendance  

The average attendance of PP students 
this academic year is currently 82%. 
Attendance has been impacted by school 
closures and the pandemic. Poor and 
persistent absence has a significant 
impact on attainment and progress and 
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this target will be a priority moving into the 
next academic year.  

To reduce the number of lost learning 
hours due to emotional crisis 

The Autumn term was settled and school 
remained open to all students. This 
provided an opportunity for students to 
access their learning hours on a full time 
basis and reduced the hours lost 
throughout the Summer term. Additional 
pastoral support was provided for 
students experiencing emotional crisis. 
Unfortunately, schools were closed again 
in January and more learning hours in 
school were lost in the Spring term. 
Remote learning was more successful 
during the second school closures 
however 50% of PP students struggled to 
consistently engage and respond to 
remote learning, leading to more lost 
learning hours. DfE lap tops were 
allocated to support access to remote 
learning and school was open to these 
students however these had varying 
outcomes. Only two PP students worked 
in school during the closures. 

For 100% of PP students to engage with 
the post-16 college/sixth form visits and 
secure a post-16 place  

All PP students have secured a post-16 
place.  

An increased number of PP students 
accessing the wider curriculum – 
trips/visits/after schools clubs etc 

Trips and visits have been restricted this 
year due to the pandemic so PP students 
have not had the opportunity to access 
the wider curriculum. After school clubs 
have started in the Summer term however 
only one PP student is accessing clubs. A 
number of PP students use school 
transport and have to leave on the bus. A 
school minibus is available one night per 
week however this hasn’t encouraged to 
students travelling on transport to stay 
after school.  

 


