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 Learning 
Objective 

Main Teaching Activity 
 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Resources Cross-
curricula 

links 

Assessment 

L1 To investigate 
where the products 
we buy come from. 
 
Curriculum links: 
Human & Physical 
Geography: 

- Human 
geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and 
land use, economic 
activity including 
trade links, and the 
distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water.  
 
Locational 
knowledge: 
- Locate the world’s 
countries using 
maps to focus on 
Europe and North 
and South 
America. 
 

Main teaching: 
Match the vocabulary to the definitions. 
Then challenge students to guess the 
product.  
 
Tell students that trade gives us most of 
the products we use in our everyday lives. 
What is trade? The UK imports many 
products and also exports products around 
the world. Some products we use are 
made in the UK while others are imported 
from other countries. Can they guess 
which of the four products was made in the 
UK/imported? 
 
Why do we import products from abroad 
instead of making them in the UK? 
- Climate - Can students think of any other 
foods that we cannot grow in the UK? 
- Cost – Why is it cheaper for some 
products to be made abroad? 
 
Trade occurs on different scales. Can the 
students classify the examples as either 
local, national or international? 
 
Plenary: 
What are the benefits of trade? 
- A wider range of products in our shops. 
- Lower prices for some products. 
- Trade can promote economic growth and 
create jobs. 
 
Make it clear that sometimes there are 
disadvantages to trade too, which will be 
investigated later. 

Challenge the students to 
research the products 
online and then match 
them to the statements 
about where they were 
invented/manufactured. 
 
This activity can be 
recorded either in 
exercise books or using 
Microsoft PowerPoint. 
 
Exercise books: 
Easier – Match the 
product stickers to the 
statement stickers. 
Harder – Match the 
product stickers to the 
statements (i.e. write the 
statements). 
 
ICT: 
Easier - Four products to 
match and place on map. 
Medium – Six products 
to match and place on 
map. 
Harder – Eight products 
to match and place on 
map. 
 
Extension: 
Students complete a 
cloze procedure 
paragraph about trade. 

• trade 

• import 

• export 

• product 
 

Lesson 
presentation  
 
Product 
photos printed 
out or on 
stickers 
 
Product 
statements 
(on stickers 
for lower 
ability 
students) 
 
iPads/tablets 
if available 
 
Extension 
activity 
 

ICT: 
The activity 
can be 
completed 
using 
Microsoft 
PowerPoint.  
 
Skills 
required 
include: 
- Copy and 
pasting 
(photos, text 
boxes & text) 
- Moving 
objects 
(photos & 
text boxes) 
- Resizing 
objects 
(photos, text 
boxes & text) 
 

 

L2 To understand that 
all product have a 
supply chain. 
 

Main teaching: 
Match the vocabulary to the definitions.  
 

There are two activities 
for this lesson.  
 
Group activity: 

• raw materials 

• supplier 

• manufacturer 

• distributor 

Lesson 
presentation  
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Curriculum links: 
 
Human & Physical 
Geography: 
- Human 
geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and 
land use, economic 
activity including 
trade links, and the 
distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water. 
 

Ask students how they think the products 
they buy get to the shops. For example, do 
the people working in our local 
supermarket go to Columbia to pick the 
bananas we buy? 
 
Look at the definition of a supply chain. 
Ask the students to describe the sequence 
of processes involved in the milk supply 
chain to their partner. Why do we call it a 
supply ‘chain’? 
 
Group activity: Challenge the students to 
sort and order the four supply chains.  
 
Plenary: 
Watch ‘The Story of Our Chocolate 
Journey’ to find out about the processes 
involved in the chocolate supply chain. 
 

Students order the 
processes involved in 
four different supply 
chains including those of: 
- bananas 
- T-shirts 
- bookshelves 
- coffee 
 
Individual activity: 
Students order each 
supply chain by 
numbering them 1-6. 
 
Easier – Students are 
given the first and last 
process (i.e. 1 & 6) 
Harder – Students order 
all six parts of the supply 
chain. 
 
Extension: 
If the students worked in 
one of the jobs in the 
supply chains, which one 
would it be and why? 

• retailer 

• consumer 

Group activity 
cards 
 
Ordering 
supply chains 
worksheets 
 
The Story of 
Our 
Chocolate 
Journey 
 
 

L3 To understand the 
chocolate supply 
chain. 
 
Curriculum links: 
 
Human & Physical 
Geography: 
- Human 
geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and 
land use, economic 
activity including 
trade links, and the 
distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water. 

Main teaching: 
Match the vocabulary to the definitions.  
 
Look at the definition of a supply chain. 
Ask the students to describe the sequence 
of processes involved in the milk supply 
chain to their partner. 
 
Challenge the students to quickly order the 
processes of the banana supply chain. Did 
the students put the links of the banana 
supply chain in the correct order? 
 
Look at the diagram of a typical supply 
chain. Which stage in the diagram does 
not occur in the banana supply chain? 
(Manufacturing). Can the students think of 
any products that are manufactured? 
 

There are two activities 
for this lesson.  
 
Group activity: 
Students order the 
processes involved in the 
chocolate supply chain 
and match them to the 
caption cards. 
 
Writing activity: 
Students write a 
paragraph to describe 
each stage in the 
chocolate supply chain. 
 
Ideally they will have 
watched ‘The Story of 
Our Chocolate Journey’ 

• plantation 

• consumer 

• raw materials 

• distributor 

• retailer 

• manufacturer 

Lesson 
presentation  
 
Banana 
supply chain 
photo cards 
 
Group 
Activity: 
 
Chocolate 
supply chain 
photos and 
caption cards 
 
 
Writing 
Activity: 
 

Literacy: 
The written 
activity in 
this lesson 
could be 
used within a 
wider 
Literacy unit 
about 
explanation 
texts.  
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 One example of a manufactured product is 
chocolate. Watch or read ‘The Story of Our 
Chocolate Journey’ (transcription on last 
slide). 
 
Group activity: Students order the 
processes involved in the chocolate supply 
chain and match them to the caption cards. 
 
Plenary: 
Why do the students think the processes 
involved in producing a product are called 
a supply chain? 
 
 
 
 
 

and done the group 
activity prior to writing. 
 
Easier – Students use a 
writing frame with 
vocabulary prompts. 
Harder – Students write 
in exercise books using 
photos and vocabulary 
prompts. 
 
Extension: 
Students underline the 
key vocabulary they (or 
their partner) have used 
from the prompts. Have 
they used at least two of 
the words for each link in 
the supply chain? 
 

Printed 
chocolate 
supply chain 
photos  
 
Writing frame  
 
Vocabulary 
prompt 

L4 To investigate the 
UK’s biggest 
exports 
 
Curriculum links: 
 
Human & Physical 
Geography: 
- Human 
geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and 
land use, economic 
activity including 
trade links, and the 
distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water. 
 

Main teaching: 
Match the vocabulary to the definitions.  
 
The UK imports and exports many 
products. Can the students remember  
where any of the products come from? 
 
Look at the table showing where UK 
exports go and answer questions: 
1) Which country is the UK’s largest export 
market?  
2) How many countries does the UK export 
more than £20 billion of goods to? 
3) How much more does the UK export to 
the Italy than China? 
 
Now look at the table showing the UK’s top 
ten exports and answer questions: 
1) What was the UK’s biggest export in 
2015? 
2) What is the UK’s second biggest export 
in 2015? 
3) How much more were UK exports in 
vehicle parts worth than gas? 
 

Students use Microsoft 
Power Point to make a 
table of the UK’s top ten 
exports. They then create 
a bar graph or pie chart 
using www.chartgo.com 
to illustrate this data. 
 
Easier – Step-by-step 
instructions and some 
data already filled in  
Medium – Step-by-step 
instructions 
Harder – Minimal 
instructions (IT experts 
only!) 
 
Extension: 
Students now create a 
table of the UK’s top ten 
imports in 2015. 

• bank 

• export 

• import 

• manufactured 

Lesson 
presentation 
 
Differentiated 
activity 
presentations 
 
 

Maths: 
This lesson 
has an 
obvious link 
to data 
handling in 
Maths. 
Students  
could 
investigate 
the UK’s top 
ten imports 
in 2015 and 
draw a graph 
or chart 
representing 
this. 
 
ICT: 
This lesson 
could be 
used to 
teach 
database 
skills 
(making 
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What have all the exports in blue font got 
in common? They are all manufactured. 
Why does the UK specialise in exporting 
manufactured goods? Explain that the UK 
is a developed country so it exports more 
valuable manufactured products instead of 
cheaper primary products (e.g. bananas). 
 
Tell the students the UK has no gold 
mines. Why was gold the top UK export in 
2015? Explain that the UK banking sector 
is the biggest in the world and holds 
around 10,000 tonnes of gold. Lastly, look 
at why the UK is still a big exporter of 
petrol, oil and gas. 
 
Plenary: 
Look at human and physical factors that 
help UK exports. Which ones apply to the 
UK? Which ones are human and which 
ones are physical? 
 

tables, 
creating 
charts and 
graphs) in 
ICT, for 
example in 
Microsoft 
Excel. 

L5 To investigate the 
highest value 
exports of different 
countries. 
 
Curriculum links: 
 
Locational 
knowledge: 
- Locate the world’s 
countries using 
maps to focus on 
Europe and North 
and South 
America. 
 
Geographical skills: 
- Use maps, 
atlases, globes and 
digital/ computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied. 

Main teaching: 
Match the vocabulary to the definitions.  
 
Every country in the world exports a variety 
of products. What is a country’s highest 
value export? It is the product that makes a 
country the most money through trade. 
 
Countries have different human and 
physical resources on which their 
economies and trade are based. What are 
the resources in the photos? Are they 
human or physical? 
 
There is another resource that is vital to 
every country’s economy. Can the 
students guess what it is based on the 
photos? Education and skills of a 
population. 
 
Look at the examples of Norway, Ghana, 
France and Greenland. Can the students 
identify the industries in the photos and the 

Students identify the 
highest value exports of 
countries around the 
world. They use Google 
Maps and an online map 
of highest value exports 
around the world. 
 
This activity could also be 
done using an atlas and a 
print out of the map of 
highest value exports. 
 
Easier – Students 
identify highest value 
exports of 25 countries. 
Medium – Students 
identify highest value 
exports and GDP/capita 
of 25 countries. 
Harder – Students 
identify highest value 
exports and GDP/capita 
of 30 countries. 

• textiles 

• economy 

• petroleum 

• income 

• GDP/capita 

Lesson 
presentation  
 
Differentiated 
worksheets 

ICT: 
The data 
from this 
lesson could 
be used to 
teach 
database 
skills, for 
example in 
Microsoft 
Excel. 
 
Students 
could make 
tables of 
countries 
and 
GDP/capita. 
They could 
then create 
bar charts to 
illustrate this 
data. 
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Human & Physical 
Geography: 
- Human 
geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and 
land use, economic 
activity including 
trade links, and the 
distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water. 
 

 

 

 

human and physical resources they 
require? 
 
Introduce the activity and the concept of 
GDP/capita as a measure of a country’s 
income. How could we find out the 
GDP/capita of Canada using a internet 
search engine? 
 
Plenary: 
Look at the information the students have 
found about the highest value exports and 
GDP/capita of countries around the world. 
 
Are there any patterns in terms of high/low 
GDP/capita? Do these patterns match the 
map of the world’s developed and 
developing countries? 
 

PSHE: 
To give 
students 
further 
insights into 
the 
inequalities 
of the global 
trading 
system, play 
the Trade 
Game. (N.B. 
This game is 
suited to 
KS3 
although it 
can be 
adapted for 
upper KS2). 

L6 To investigate 
whether the 
banana trade is 
fair. 
 
Curriculum links: 
 
Human & Physical 
Geography: 
- Human 
geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and 
land use, economic 
activity including 
trade links, and the 
distribution of 
natural resources 
including energy, 
food, minerals and 
water. 
 

Main teaching: 
Match the vocabulary to the definitions.  
Do students know which countries the UK 
imports bananas from? Introduce the 
concept of a supply chain. Can students 
think of any processes involved in the 
banana supply chain? Challenge students 
to put the links of the banana supply chain 
in order.  
 
Look at the people/companies involved in 
the banana supply chain? Which part of 
the chain do the students think makes the 
most money? (Students fill in Section 1 of 
the activity sheet.) Ask one child how they 
have divided the 30p and to explain their 
reasoning. 
 
N.B. It is a good idea to give lower ability 
students plastic money to help them work 
out each group’s share. 
 
Introduce the group activity. 
 
Plenary: 

Group activity: 
- Split the students into 
five groups and give each 
group a different role 
card. Tell the students to 
find out the different 
jobs/costs involved in 
their role. How much of 
the 30p do they think they 
deserve? (Students fill in 
Section 2 of the activity 
sheet.) 
 
- Now ask each group 
what cut of the 30p they 
should receive. Inevitably 
the amounts will add up 
to more than 30p! Ask 
each group to send a 
representative to argue 
their case. Facilitate the 
negotiations until 
students have agreed 
each group’s share. 
(Students fill in Section 3 
of the activity sheet.) 
 

• company 

• profit 

• consumer 

• plantation 

Lesson 
presentation  
 
Banana 
supply chain 
role cards 
 
Plastic money 
for lower 
ability 
students 
 
Banana Split 
game by 
Cafod 
 

PSHE: 
There are 
links to rights 
and 
responsibiliti
es in PSHE, 
specifically 
the issue of 
whether our 
choices (e.g. 
shopping) 
can infringe 
on other 
people’s 
rights. For 
more on the 
UN 
Convention 
on rights of 
the Child, 
look at the 
UNICEF 
website. 
 
Literacy: 
This lesson 
can be used 
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Look at the links between Fairtrade and 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, specifically articles 24 and 32. 
 
 
 
 

- Now reveal what each 
link in the supply chain 
actually receives. Do 
students think this is fair? 
How can consumers 
make a difference to this 
situation? Explain how 
Fairtrade works and 
watch the ‘What is 
Fairtrade’ video. 
(Students fill in Section 4 
of the activity sheet.) 
 
Extension: 
Give students a copy of 
the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child 
and ask them to find 
articles related to 
Fairtrade. 
 

as a stimulus 
for writing: 
 
Persuasive 
writing: 
- Write to the 
head teacher 
to suggest 
that you 
become a 
Fairtrade 
school.   
 
Discursive 
writing: 
- Should 
people buy 
Fairtrade 
products? 

 
 
 
 

http://schools.fairtrade.org.uk/fairtrade-schools-awards/
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