Alston Moor Federation
July 2022 Newsletter
A message from the Headteacher

Dear parents and carers,

Here we are at the end of the school year, and I can’t believe how
quickly the time has gone since I arrived last September.
The end of term is always a time of goodbyes, and we wish Ms Sisson
every happiness and success in her new role. We also say farewell to
children from year 6 at both APS and NPS, but look forward to
welcoming many of them into SKS in the autumn. For those who are
leaving us, we hope they settle quickly and enjoy their new schools.
All three schools have made great progress this year, with SKS
welcoming Ofsted in the beginning of July.
A big celebration has been the successful campaign by our older
students to secure transport to New College, Durham. We’ve been
incredibly grateful to our MP, Dr Neil Hudson, for his support in making
this happen.
Young people must continue in education until they are 18, but local
authorities only have to provide transport until they are 16. This makes
life very difficult for our students, and their parents, getting to sixth
form college. The new bus will run from Alston and enable students to
get to college in Durham. I hope this will be a “game changer” for our
young people.
With my very best wishes for a restful and relaxing summer.
Mrs Gill Jackson

Ofsted at SKS
Every school in England is inspected every four or five years. SKS welcomed
the inspection team from Ofsted in July to check that we are still a good school.
Inspectors focus on specific subjects for a “deep dive” into the quality of
education, and then look at key issues across the school, including
safeguarding, bullying and staff wellbeing. Our inspection focused on
Mathematics, Humanities and Art and Design.
The final report is due to be published in September, and until then we’re not
allowed to share the details of the inspection. We will make sure every family
gets a copy as soon as the report is published.
During the inspection, inspectors spoke to a wide variety of our students across
all ages, and were very complimentary about them. They specifically asked Mrs
Jackson to pass on their praise of the students of SKS, describing them as
“mature and sensible” and “incredibly positive and well behaved”. Considering
inspectors visit every school in the country this high praise is a real indication of
just how wonderful our young people are. We are rightly very proud of them.
These quotes are from the previous inspection report on Samuel King’s School

The school’s work to promote
pupils’ personal development
and welfare is outstanding,
enabling pupils to thrive.
Teachers know their pupils
very well and plan and
teach lessons which help
pupils of all abilities to learn
well.
Pupils behave very well in
lessons, showing positive
interest in their work and
very good application.

Pupils thrive in this very
small school where their
teachers know them very
well. They feel very well
supported by their
teachers.

News at APS and SKS
Asbestos in school

In the previous newsletter I mentioned the possibility of some major work being
done on the Alston site to remove asbestos. That work has now been confirmed
by Cumbria County Council, and has started. I wrote to members of our
community last week as follows...
“Without wanting to cause any alarm, the void between a suspended ceiling and
the main school roof contains asbestos material, which is very usual for a
building of this age (built in the 1950s). This has been routinely monitored as
part of Cumbria County Council’s school maintenance management plan. A
recent inspection of the roof space above the hall recommended that this
material should be removed. Advice from expert consultants and Cumbria
County Council, who are arranging the work, is that this should take place over
the summer break to minimise the disruption to the school in the hope that the
vast majority of the work is completed early on in the Autumn term.
In order to minimise disruption later in the autumn the work will begin in the
last few days of this term, so we have closed the school hall to allow access to
the contractors. Initially scaffolding will be erected across the roof and in the
school hall. This will take approximately three to four weeks. The suspended
ceiling will be taken down and the asbestos removed, then the rest of the
school roof above the hall will be removed. This work will be completed before
school returns in September.
During the first half of the autumn term work will be in progress to replace the
roof and give the school a new ceiling with new lighting in the hall. Both APS
and SKS will be able to use the buildings, but we will have limited access to the
hall.
We have booked the town hall, to enable us to continue PE, Dance and Drama
lessons, and we’re very grateful to the trustees of the town hall for supporting
the school in this way. We are still negotiating how we will make lunches
happen, and I will write to you before the start of the new term to let you know
our arrangements.
GCSE results are published on 25th August, and we will distribute these from the
town hall, and celebrate their achievements with our year 11 students from
there.”
Further details will follow near the start of the new school year.

Learning news at SKS
Focus on Reading
HEXHAM BOOK FESTIVAL
As part of our focus on reading, year 7 and 8 went to Hexham
Book Festival to hear the author Frank Cottrell-Boyce speak
about his new book ‘Noah’s Gold’. Frank Cottrell-Boyce was very
funny and the pupils enjoyed his stories and jokes. Fun fact: He
is currently writing the script for Paddington 3!

COGITO BOOKS
Following on from this, year 7 and 8 visited Cogito Books in Hexham to spend
their book vouchers. It was great to see the pupils thinking about their reading
habits and showing an enthusiasm for reading

Learning news at SKS
Focus on Reading
STUDENT LIBRARIAN DAY AT UCC
Students in year 7 and 8 have been building
links with Ullswater Community College and
Newman Catholic School librarians. They took
part in a Student Librarian Celebration day,
participating in various reading activities
including book spine poetry and book
explosions. We have some very keen readers
in our school and we look forward to creating more of a buzz around reading
next year!

Learning news at SKS
Focus on Careers
What an absolutely fantastic time our Year 10s
had on their Work Experience placement in
June. Here are just a few photos of what
some of them got up to. We would like to say
a huge thank you to the businesses and
employers who gave our students the
opportunity to work with them, have fun and
gain some valuable knowledge.
Our year 10 students attended the following
placements:
Alston Pre School, Old Stone Vets, Red Engineering,
Countryside Consultants, Low Wood Bay Resort and
Spa, Epiacum Roman Fort, Centre Parcs, Matt Clark
Mechanics, Park Fell, Alston Primary School, Happy
Hooves Riding Centre, Rheged, Metcalfe Plant Hire,
Kiddlywinks Nursery, MPF Horse Talent, Red Graphix,
Capon Tree Veterinary Centre and Weardale Adventure
Centre.
Congratulations to all of our year 10 students on
completing their week of employment!

Learning news at SKS
Focus on Careers
This half term, all year
groups at SKS took a trip
to New College Durham
to take part in a
Discovery Day in which
they learnt about the
range of college courses
on offer.
They learnt about everything
from CPR training in Health and
Social Care to being a Flight
Attendant in Travel and Tourism.
Pupils took a tour of the college to
see the facilities and had a chance to
interact with different teachers and
lecturers. The pupils thoroughly
enjoyed the experience as they got a
feel for the kind of courses they
could study in the future. We
look forward to building further
links with New College Durham
in the near future.

Learning news at SKS
Focus on Maths
Update – As the half-term progress our skills check sheets become harder with
the learning that has taken place. The last example was from Year 9 in the
Autumn Term. From the example below of
Year 9 Summer Term you can see the
progression the students have to make to be
able to complete the work. This highlights the
progression of our students over the
academic year.

To ensure the success of our Key Stage 3
students we have been consolidating their
knowledge and understanding of calculation.
The main focus has been addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division. After
practising and developing their basic
understanding the students have been given
the opportunity to apply their knowledge to
help embed the learning.

Our new Year 10 have been
focussing on Congruence,
similarity and Enhancement.
This block has started with
Enlarging Shapes with a
positive, fractional and
negative scale. Both the
Foundation and Higher
groups have done well with
this work applying previous
knowledge of using
coordinates to support their
learning.

Learning news at SKS
Change to the school uniform

From September SKS students will be wearing new clip on ties with their
house colours proudly displayed.
Here the new ties are being modelled by some of our wonderful students.
I’m sure you’ll agree that they look very smart.
All SKS students will be given a new tie for September, so parents don’t need
to worry about replacing their child’s existing tie.

House news at AMF
Winning House Captain’s Report
Eden House Trip
In September I put myself
forward for the role of
House Captain and was
lucky enough to be
selected to represent Eden
House this year.

Throughout the year we
have worked together to
gain house points across all
three of our schools to
work towards being the
house with the most points
overall.
In October we were very
excited to be the house
with the most points and
receive a treat day where
the whole house could
come together to make
pizzas and enjoy some team building.
But we knew we had to continue to work hard in school to keep gaining points
for our team if we wanted to remain in the lead and win the end of year reward
trip.
As the year has progressed it has been close but with lots of hard work and a
real team effort it was announced that Eden House had received most points
overall this year and so we were rewarded with a day out for everyone in the
house.
We travelled to ROF 59 in Newton Aycliffe to enjoy a day of trampolining and
climbing. It was lovely to see all our hard work recognised and allow us some
time together to have fun and celebrate our success. We had a really brilliant
day out and were really thankful for everyone who arranged for us to go.
I am really proud of Eden house as they have been really good at supporting
each other this year and making sure that everyone is giving it their all and am
hoping that next year we can be just as successful. I hope that everyone will
continue to support each other just as they have this year. I am really looking
forward to hopefully captaining the team again next year!
Chloe Brown

House news at AMF
Winning House Teacher’s Report
On Thursday 14th July the winning house group for the
whole of the federation took part in their well-deserved
victory trip to ROF59, a large indoor centre with many
different climbing challenges and trampoline zones.
Over the course of the year all students across the
Federation have
been earning
positive house
points over many
different areas
including lessons,
activities and extra-curricular activities. The
result was close, however, the house with
the most points were the greens!
In the trampoline zone SKS students
particularly enjoyed the foam pit launching
themselves into it with increasing vigour, the
pugilist beam where some fierce ‘battles’ took place
and the dodge ball zone where some extraordinary
skills of team work were demonstrated. In the
climbing zone the many different self-belaying walls
had something for everyone, from those looking for
a gentle climb to those wanting more challenging
routes to stretch themselves. The timed wall was
particularly popular with everyone trying to out do
each other. The quickest time was just over 22
seconds which is impressive, Mr Fletcher even had a brave go achieving 25
seconds (Mr Fletcher says this is not bad for an old man!). Ridley then
challenged him to a tandem climbing wall race, which Ridley won by a hair’s
breadth but only because Mr Fletcher let him!!

Learning news at SKS
Activity Day at the Bowes Museum
Samuel King’s students enjoyed a fantastic and stimulating day out at the
Bowes museum.
The education department at the museum gave our student a workshop in
textiles and fabric manipulation. This produced some interesting pieces and
ideas. Many of the techniques are reflected in the costume displays in the
museum.
There was a guided tour of the museum and the students enjoyed a talk on the
history timeline of costume. There was also the chance for the students to
explore the portrait gallery and ceramics displays. Sketchbooks and cameras
where used to capture design ideas for the following days workshop.

Costume workshop
Following our trip to the museum we carried on the creativity at school. Our
group of students learnt about the structure of fashion and costume and how
we are able to put different shapes together to creative dramatic clothing.
Students used photos and drawings to create these pieces. A tremendous
standard of work and great understanding of what they have learnt showed in
the pieces they created.

Learning news at SKS
Activity Day in the Lake District
One of the events taking place on
the activity day was a Lake
District walk.
Students were treated to a trip
on the Keswick launches to
Hawes End where we were to
begin our walk along Derwent
Water.

The weather was kind to us and
students had a lovely time
enjoying the dramatic landscape.
Lunch was eaten on the shore of
the lake with time for a little
‘paddling’.
A well-earned ice cream was
available at the end of the walk just in time for our bus back home.

Learning news at SKS
Activity Day in the Lake District, continued...
Our trip was followed up with a creative day working from our photographs,
which were used to inform and inspire individual ideas for prints of the Lakeland
landscape.
It was lovely to see the focus and effort students applied during this session.
Students learned the process of lino cutting and completed some fabulous
prints!

Learning news at AMF

Focus on Performing Arts

We had a superb Performing Arts afternoon on
Tuesday 28th June which showcased our Performing
arts work from reception to year
11. From our youngest in Park Fell
enthusiastically lifting their flag to
say ‘Hello to all the children of the
world’ to our most confident year
11s all of the students performed
with conviction and purpose. Each
class at APS showcased their work
linked to the curriculum.
Cross Fell performed a pirate
themed version of the
Wellerman song complete
with pirate actions and faces.
Middle Fell showcased their
song ‘Let your spirit fly’ with
glockenspiel, keyboard and
recorder accompaniment.
They also shared a lovely
‘Scott of the Antarctic’
routine depicting the story of
the Norwegian and British race to conquer the
Antarctic. This was inspired by Middle Fell’s explorers
topic. Flinty Fell performed a ‘Moon Landings’ space
dance which showed their group collaborations and creations. Congratulations
to all those Flinty Fell and SKS students who performed their comedic and
dramatic
duologues it was
super to see
their confidence
and projection
on stage. Our
year 10/11
Performing arts
students shared
two very
contrasting
dance routines
and the finale of the afternoon was the KS2 choir who performed a rousing
rendition of ‘Sing’.

Learning news at AMF

Focus on Performing Arts

Year 8 have thoroughly enjoyed their introduction to the ukulele over the past
few weeks. We are delighted how quickly they are grasping the technique and
transitioning between different chords accompanying some pop songs with
ease. More practical work on the ukulele next year for this talented and
enthusiastic group of students.

Music tuition will continue next year with a specialist music teacher leading
classes in all three schools, and private instrumental lessons also will be
available. For more information please contact Miss Reed or Ms Alison

Learning news at NPS
In literacy this term we have been reading lots of books.
One was ‘Julian is a mermaid’ and this
made us think about our hopes and
dreams for our future . We have also
enjoyed using Dear Zoo and Dear Greenpeace to help us
learn about writing letters.
While reading Dear Greenpeace the children
have been finding out facts about endangered animals around the
world and writing to Greenpeace to find out how we can support
and care for these animals. Other books we have been reading
are ‘Sleep Well, Siba and Saba’, which have inspired us to look at
the continent of Africa and find out more about the Savannah and
famous landmarks.
This Photo by Unknown

Our class story has been ‘The Boy Who Grew Dragons’. You would
not believe what kind of trouble a dragon can get you into!
We have also been learning about the Commonwealth .
What it is? Flags and the countries that make up the
Commonwealth and getting ready for the Commonwealth
games later this year. We have practised some of our very
own sports to get ready for our sports day too!
We have been designing our own flags too thinking about what
things we hold important in our lives.
In Science we have been looking at
growing plants and flowers. We have
been growing beans in bags,
sunflowers, radishes, strawberries,
potatoes all with varied levels of
success!
Maths has been all about weighing, capacity and problem
solving. We have made many mud kitchen delights using our
measuring and weighing skills and we also made some
Frobscottle, with varies levels of Whizzpoppers!
We have welcomed our new starters this term and we can’t wait
for them to start with us in September.
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Learning news at NPS

Preparations are well under way for the production of ‘A Midsummer Night’s
Dream’ for KS2 following their studies of Shakespeare. You should always
expect a twist when Mrs Venus is in charge. We had no idea that there was a
Texan agony aunt in the play!
As part of our
humanities studies, we
all visited a city to
understand why they
were located in these
areas and the history
behind their
development. The
groups had a variety of
experiences from
cathedral tours, drama
workshops, art galleries
to a Thai meal.
Experiencing different
locations is especially
valuable for us as we
live in such a rural
location.
Plans are in place for a year 6 trip to London in the spring.

Learning news at NPS
We have had so many more sporting events this year than ever before. It has
given the children chance to meet others from a variety of schools and
experience many sports that they have never tried before. Action Ants have
provided these events and have proved a real highlight for the children, getting
the right balance of challenge and success. Wonderful to see teamwork and
coaching in action. Huge thank you to Mrs Allinson for organising these events
for us.

Book Flix
Both of the books we have been reading in KS2 this term focus on the stories of
refugees. The books address the realities of escaping conflict and the horrors
and losses that are part of the journey to a place of safety. Well worth a read
for adults as well as children.
“There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but
now a new boy called Ahmet is sitting in it.
He’s nine years old (just like me), but he’s very strange. He
never talks and never smiles and doesn’t like sweets – not even
lemon sherbets, which are my favourite!
But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn’t very strange at
all. He’s a refugee who’s run away from a War. A real one. With
bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the more I
find out about him, the more I want to help. That’s where my
best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. Because you see,
together we’ve come up with a plan. . .”
When a western dog shows up outside the caves in Afghanistan
where Aman lives with his mother, Aman is initially repulsed – it
is not customary for people to keep dogs as pets in his part of
the world. But when Aman and his mother finally decide to
make a bid for freedom, the dog Aman has called Shadow will
not leave their side. Soon it becomes clear: the destinies of boy
and dog are linked, and always will be…

APS celebrates the Queen’s Jubilee
APS celebrated the Queens Jubilee with tea and cake.
We were delighted with the number of cake
contributions and the amount of people who came to
share the fun. What an amazing afternoon, thank you all
for supporting the event. Children painted portraits of
the Queen and opened the event by singing God Save
the Queen. They could design a crown, have their face
painted or enjoy a game of croquet.
We hope you enjoyed it as much as
we did.

Winners of the Queen portrait
competition were
Reception - Oliver,
Year 1/2 - Evie,
Year 3/4 - Mary,
Year 5/6 - Amelia. With Mary Getting overall star painter
Winners of the baking competition
Celebration cakes Rose, Oliver C and Mrs Watson.
Biscuits Fletcher, Charlie N, Chloe B and Mrs
Carrick.
Cup cakes/muffins Isla, Oliver H and Mrs
Parradine.
Thank you to Jaci Wojtecki for judging the cakes.
Thank you to Janette Haslom and Sylvia Macro for
judging the Art
competition.
All of the primary children Nationwide received a book
called ‘Queen Elizabeth’. Thank you to Alston Parish
Council who gave every child in the Federation a
commemorative medal.

Learning news at APS
Park Fell Highlights continued
Park Fell have had a busy half term,
they’ve wondered ‘what we will find at the
seaside’. Pirates, sea creatures and ice
creams have been the focus of our
enhanced provision activities. In literacy
we have used ‘Splash, Anna Hibiscus’ and
‘Billy’s Bucket’ to stimulate writing.
As part of our topic, we have thought
about the different people who can help
us. Alston Fire and Rescue Service came for a visit, showing the clothing they
wear, gave a tour of the truck and even let us have a
go with the hose!
We had a fantastic time working with Mr Bailey on
ICT development. We played on different pirate
Apps, making pirates come to life on ChatterPix and
even had a go at green screening.
We visited South
Shields for our end
of year seaside
trip. We situated ourselves right next to the
lifeguards to make sure we were safe. Even
though the weather wasn’t too kind, we
enjoyed an ice cream
and dipped our toes
into the laughing
waves.
Also, this half term we
have taken part in the
Alston Moor
Federation
performance
afternoon, singing
‘Hello to the children
to the world’. We entered our painting based on the
topic ‘Landscapes of the North’ to ALATI summer
competition and exhibition at St. Augustine’s church.

Learning news at APS
Cross Fell Highlights
We have had a very busy end to our
Summer term in Cross Fell.
In art we have been enjoying colour mixing,
experimenting making shades of blue to
match the sea from our seaside topic. We
have really enjoyed our art this half term
and have talked about how activities like
this can encourage mindfulness and help us
to relax, calm our
minds and promote
wellbeing, something
we work hard to promote in Cross Fell.
In Science we have been learning about habitats and it has
been wonderful to see the children really engaging with the
topic. One of our children found an egg shell in our
playground and this sent our learning off in a whole new
direction with people bringing in things from home that they
had found and sharing their learning. We have had some
super discussions and really
strengthened those links between
learning both at home and in school
which is fantastic to see.
We were also very excited to finally be
able to harvest our potatoes and peas
that we have been so carefully growing
since our plants topic- Cross Fell really
do have green fingers!
In Maths we have continued to use
resources and pictorial representations
to help us to explain our understanding
and continue to build solid foundations for our knowledge of number and place
value.
To keep this learning going over the Summer look out for some
maths packs that are heading home with the new Cross Fell
children and keep logging on to TT Rockstars and the White
Rose maths app to keep those skills sharp over the Summer
break, 5 minutes every so often really does help to embed those
really important maths facts.

Learning news at APS
Cross Fell Highlights continued ...
Cross Fell were very lucky to be invited to take part in a Key Stage
1 Olympics Sports Festival at Culgaith- the Class
team were so very proud to have staff from other
schools approach us to say how well behaved,
sporting and skilled our children were and we
came away with 24 medals leaving us second on
the leaderboard. A fantastic achievement.

In Literacy we have really enjoyed reading a book called ‘How to
find Gold’ the children’s imaginations have really gone into overdrive
with some very creative ways of guarding the treasure and some incredible map
making linking in to our Geography work.
Being such avid readers in Cross Fell we were
also really excited to each be given our own
book to celebrate the recent jubilee.
We had a fantastic day with Martin Bailey from
Animate to Educate on Monday 11th and
Tuesday 12th July. To start the day, we took
part in an immersive technology activity where
an interactive story was played to us through
wireless headphones. Mr Bailey then showed us
how to use green screen technology to create
realistic photos by placing our own photos onto
a background. We used some of his iPads to
access some topic themed apps to follow on from our pirate theme. Finally, we
created some videos using Chatterpix. We look forward to sharing these with you on
Class Dojo soon!
Summer Reading Challenge
The summer is nearly upon us! During the
summer holidays, most councils and council
libraries in the country run the Summer
Reading Challenge. There is more information
here: https://
summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
This year’s Summer Reading Challenge theme
is Gadgeteers, created in partnership with the
Science Museum Group and illustrated by top children’s writer and illustrator Julian
Beresford.
This year’s theme ‘Gadgeteers’ will spark children’s curiosity about the world around
them. With resources and activities from the Science Museum Group, the Challenge
focuses on inspiring children to see the science and innovation behind everyday
objects, showing that reading and science are for everyone.

Learning news at APS
Middle Fell Highlights
We have had a very busy half term in Middle Fell! In maths, we have been
learning all about 3D shapes and their properties. We used polydron to build
different shapes and study the nets they are made from.

In June, we visited Hexham Book Festival
to watch a live performance of the Secret
Garden. We thoroughly enjoyed the show,
especially all of the instruments used
throughout.

Our topic this term has been Vikings and in
art we had a go at some Viking weaving. It
was quite fiddly but everyone showed great
resilience to finish their weaving. Vikings
wore clothes made from wool which was
dyed using different coloured plants.

Learning news at APS
Middle Fell Highlights continued ...

We also had a super morning with Mr Bailey
from Animate 2 Educate! He introduced us to
lots of different apps and we particularly enjoyed
our immersive audio experience of a Viking
story.

Every child from Reception to Year 6
across the country was given a
commemorative book called ‘Queen
Elizabeth: A Platinum Jubilee Celebration’
as a gift to mark the Platinum Jubilee.
Middle Fell were very pleased with their
copies and couldn’t wait to read them!
The Queen even joined us for a picture!

A big well done to the KS2 girls’ football
team who played their first competitive
football match against Culgaith and won
10 – 3! Everyone showed great team work
and some fantastic skills!

Learning news at APS
Miss Sisson says goodbye to Middle Fell
We are very sorry to be saying goodbye to Ms
Sisson, but wish her every happiness in her
new job. Her message to the children in Middle
Fell is...
“I have thoroughly enjoyed my six years at
Alston Primary School but it is time for me to
move on to pastures new. I just wanted to say
a huge thank you to all pupils, parents and
staff who I have had the pleasure of working
with throughout my
time at Alston. I will
miss everyone so much
and wish you all well for
the future.”
Miss Sisson

Learning news at APS

Flinty Fell Highlights

The last half term for Flinty has been
eventful to say the least!
The residential was a
resounding success
that saw the children truly push themselves way out of
their comfort zones. From trapezes, to climbing, giant
swings, piranha pools and everything else in between! I
was very proud of their
resilience and strong sense
of adventure, and we
definitely made memories
that will last a life time!

Flinty also excelled this term in the Alston Moor
Federation Performing Arts afternoon at the end
of June. Our space themed full class dance
routine was out of this world, and the poetry
recitals and duologues were very special indeed!
Also, big shout out to our amazing choir, who
closed the show in spectacular style. Many
congratulations to all involved for a wonderful
show!

Learning news at APS

Flinty Fell Highlights continued ...
At the start of July, we worked with the superb
Martin Bailey of Animate 2 Educate fame. We
undertook research on the upcoming
Commonwealth Games and Fifa World Cup,
and wrote a TV news report for a crosscurricular approach to our Computing and
Literacy sessions. Using a green screen and
recording/
editing
equipment,
we have
produced a
7 minute video for our very own Alston TV
productions! The children performed
admirably in this project, and we definitely
have some potential journalists and TV
presenters in our ranks!
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity
to wish our incredible Year 6s all my absolute
best, as they move on from Flinty Fell and start secondary school in September.
I am so extremely proud of you all. Your consistent hard word has resulted in
you making brilliant progress in all areas of school life, and you should feel an
enormous sense of pride when reflecting on your time at Alston Primary. We will
miss you all greatly, and we can't wait to hear about all the amazing things you
get up to in the future. It has been an absolute honour and privilege to be your
teacher, and please remember... once in Flinty, always in Flinty!
All my best, now and always,
Mr Percival.

School Attendance Matters
Attendance at school matters, and poor attendance can mean your child
missing out on essential learning opportunities.

When is my child allowed to miss school?
You can only allow your child to miss school if:
•

They are too ill to attend

•

You have advance permission from the school

How can I make an absence request?
You must submit a request to the school before you arrange for your child to
have time away.
If you wish to take your child out of school during term time, you should
submit a formal request to the headteacher via the school office.
The headteacher will then consider whether to give permission for the
absence.
You should refer to the school’s attendance policy when considering
whether to submit an absence request.
The headteacher will consider each absence request individually and decide:
•

Whether to grant the absence

•

How many days your child can be away from school for (if the absence is
granted)

Keeping your child safe—focus on good mental health

Keeping your child safe—focus on online safety
From the Childnet blog...
With the summer holidays fast approaching children and young people will
have more free time to spend with friends, family and online. For some,
this will be spent using the internet to keep in touch with friends, catch up
with the latest apps and online trends, and
playing their favourite games.
Sit down together
The holidays are also a good opportunity to have
positive conversations about the internet, so if
something ever does upset your child online
they would feel more confident in confiding in
you.
Social media and staying in touch
During the summer holidays, young people may want to keep in touch with
their friends through social networking sites or games. It’s a good time to
ask them about what sites they use, and check any age requirements as
many social media sites require users to be at least 13 years old
Encourage your children to use the privacy tools on the services they use, so
that the content they post is only available to people they know and trust in
real life. You can also download the UK Safer Internet Centre’s safety
checklists for popular sites such as Instagram, Snapchat and Facebook
Sharing holiday pictures

Some children may want to share photos and
videos of what they are getting up to in their
summer holidays online. Talk to your children
about what types of photos are appropriate to
share, and who they are okay to share with.
Photos can hold clues that give away personal
information. For example, if you share a selfie of
you and friends, are there any landmarks or
street signs that give away your location?

This is true for photos you might share of your
children too! It’s always worth asking children if
they are happy with an image you want to share online. Safer Internet Day
research found that 2 in 5 (40%) of 8-17s said that in the last year their
parents or carers have posted a photo of them that embarrassed them,
rising from 34% of 8-12s to 46% of 13-17s.
Make a family agreement
A family agreement is a great way to start a conversation with your whole
family about how you all use the internet and discuss together how to
behave in a positive way when online at home, at school or at a friend’s
house. The agreement involves generating promises, these are positive
statements about how your family want to look after each other online and
how you should treat others online. The summer can be one of the best
times to sit down as a family and agree these promises together.
Most importantly: enjoy the summer holidays
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Dates for your diary
Wednesday 20th Julybreak up for summer
holidays.
Wednesday 7th SeptemberPreschool reopens.

Gardening
This term the children have all
enjoyed planting seeds and
watching their plants and
vegetables grow in our garden. The
children know that they have to
make sure they were watered
regularly to make them grow.

Amie’s last week!
It is Amie’s last day at
preschool on Wednesday, she is
due to have her baby in August.
Amie will be returning back to
preschool after Easter next
year.
We are very excited to meet
her baby!

Preschool leavers
We would like to say goodbye and good
luck to the fifteen preschool leavers as
they go off on their next big
adventure into primary school. It has
been a pleasure watching them grow
and learn at Alston Preschool. We will
miss them all very much!
The children have had lots of fun
getting used to their new schools.
We are very lucky that we have had
the opportunity to have sessions with
Miss Hill & Miss Morton, this will help
the children have a smooth transition
in September.
We are looking forward to an end of
term celebration with the parents and
children on Tuesday to celebrate their
time with us.

Hall Hill Farm
We had a brilliant school trip on
Wednesday. We went to Hall Hill
Farm. A big thank you to the
parents and children who joined us.
We had so much fun.

Hannah is joining the
preschool team
We are delighted to have Hannah
Short joining the preschool team in
September! .

Work experience student
We had the pleasure of having Joyce
(a student from SKS) doing her work
experience at preschool for a week.
The children loved having her with
us, a big thank you to Joyce for all
her hard work.

Preschool open morning
We are looking forward to seeing some
new faces at our open morning on
Thursday!
Spaces are still available for children aged
2-5 years to start in September.

Support for families
over the summer
A number of bits of funding
have been announced
nationally recently to help with
the rise in the cost of living the national schemes
announced by the
chancellor are summarised
here:
https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/costof-living-support/cost-of-livingsupport-factsheet-26-may2022
Locally, Cumbria County
Council's Cabinet recently
approved £2m funding to
support a range of measures,
including more support linked
to free school meals, including
increases in school uniform
grants:
https://news.cumbria.gov.uk/
News/2021/
schoolclothinggrantsreceive500kboost.aspx
School clothing grants have recently been increased to £50 for Primary children
and £100 for Secondary children. To access these clothing grants, families
must apply for free school meals. We are raising awareness of this because
applications have dropped since the introduction of the Infant universal free
school meal offer – we know that some families are missing out on the clothing
grants they are entitled to.
All details and online application form can be found at https://cumbria.gov.uk/
childrensservices/schoolsandlearning/freeschoolmeals.asp

Please apply for Free School Meals if you are eligible.
If you do so, the school can claim additional funding to
support your child.

Recommended reads
(Remember there are always audio books, which can get your child
enjoying a good story
if they don’t yet enjoy reading—also great for car journeys)

Younger children have been reading
How to Find Gold by Viviane
Schwarz and The Storm Whale by
Benji Davies. So we’re sure they’d
enjoy having these read to them over
the summer.

Miss Sisson’s top choices for must-read
books are How to Train your Dragon by
Cressida Cowell, and Danny, Champion
of the World by Roald Dahl.

Other essential reads for older children are
Anthony Horowitz's Stormbreaker and
Voyage of the Sparrowhawk by Natasha
Farrant

For older readers Mrs Hinkley recommends
the following books.
HeartStopper by Alice Oseman is an
incredibly popular graphic novel follows the relationship
between two boys. Dealing with issues of bullying and
LGBTQ+, it is a compelling read which
stretches over four volumes. There’s even
a Netflix series to go with it but make sure
you read it first as you won’t be
disappointed.
I am currently reading The Murder’s Ape
by Jakob Wegeluis and it’s wonderful. If
you like Philip Pullman, mystery and
detective books, you’ll love this. Sally
Jones, a gorilla works closely with ‘a chief’
has to survive and clear the chief’s name.
The book is set in Portugal and involves a
lot of travel. A 5-star read so far!

